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information, but it is not skilfully organized from the pedagogical point of view, 
a fault all too common with texts in elementary agriculture. 

E. R. Downing 



A well-organized reading text for biology classes. — It is a pleasure to record 
the appearance of a text in high-school biology that is a real biology 1 — one in 
which the subject-matter is organized so as to present biological principles in 
their proper sequence without chopping the work up into botany, zoSlogy, and 
physiology. These principles are illustrated in this book by animals or plants, 
according to whichever serves best the author's purposes, and the human physiol- 
ogy is incorporated under the appropriate headings, not tacked on as if an 
afterthought to a discussion of the physiology of other organisms, but made an 
integral part of biology, the most important part from our human standpoint. 

The book is divided into six parts. The first briefly develops the notion of 
energy and the need of its development in the organism. Part two deals with 
life processes of the organism; three takes up the continuity of life; four, the 
external relations of organisms; five, heredity and evolution; six, man and other 
organisms, a study of the classification of living things, and man's superiority. 

The text is primarily a reading text and the teacher would need to use some 
laboratory guide with it or furnish the directions himself. But the matter is 
well chosen, is modern, is clearly presented, and the illustrations are mostly 
new and to the point. As a rule the organisms chosen for discussion are those 
commonly occurring and of intrinsic interest to the pupils. The range of subject- 
matter is pretty wide and it is doubtful if the ordinary high-school class will 
cover the book in one year if projects or the needed laboratory work are added. 
Still the presentation is so interesting that pupils will take larger doses without 
protest than ordinarily. For instance, the subjects of tobacco and alcohol are 
given a statistical presentation with an array of facts that are fascinating and 
impressive. 

E. R. Downing 



An economics book for the high-school reference shelves. — A useful addition to the 
general introduction texts in economics has been made through the publication of 
John Roscoe Turner's Introduction to Economics. 2 It is a thorough, careful, 
readable book. 

Professor Turner expresses in the preface his belief in fundamentals and he 
has made good his belief in the book proper. And in attempting to deal with 
fundamentals he has made rather happy use of the illustrative material which 
the past few years has been developing regarding modern industry and com- 
merce. This material gives a readability to the book which is lacking in certain 
treatises which are concerned chiefly with principles. 

The first four chapters of the book, though not so designated, are an introduc- 
tion to what follows. They describe in a broad fashion the economic changes 

1 Benjamin C. Gruenberg, Elementary Biology. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1919. Pp. x+528. $1.56. 

2 John Roscoe Turner, Introduction to Economics. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1919. 
Pp. vi+641. $2.50. 



